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Dear Estero Family:
 Every letter I write seems to start with “I can’t believe how time is fl y-
ing”. Well here we are into the second semester, and much of my time is being 
directed to the curriculum needs for the 2012-2013 school year. As the Cambridge 
program moves into its 3rd year, we need to pursue the best and most talented 
teachers. We are discussing the course selections and how to best utilize the staff 
on hand. You can be assured that Estero High School is gaining a well-deserved 
reputation as one of the best academic high schools in Lee County.
First semester athletic teams made Estero very proud. Once again the Girls Cross 
Country Team won the State Championship with the Boys team coming in 3rd 
in the state, and Coach Sommer has been selected by his peers throughout the 
state as the Girls Cross Country Coach of the Year. EHS advanced a great group 
of swimmers and a member of the boy’s golf team to the state fi nals, and we are 
looking for great results from these young athletes next year. Estero has qualifi ed 
one student to participate in the State Concert Band, and our number of musicians 

continues to increase.
 As we approach the fourth quarter, I need to stress that senior students are 
not fi nished with high school until they walk across the stage on Sunday May 20th 
at 2:00 P.M. Most colleges today look at the fi nal GPA of seniors, not what it may 
have been when the student applied for admission. Senioritis is now a fully recog-
nized problem across the United States. Those students who choose to coast on out 
in the spring, may be sorely surprised when it comes time for fi nal acceptance or job 
hunting upon graduation. 
 I want to invite everyone to come out and enjoy all of our activities and 
athletic events during the second semester. We are excited about our winter sports 
programs, and hope to see you and your family on campus as we transition into the 
spring season. 
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Testing Schedule
Feb 11   ACT
Feb 27-March 23 Common Course Exams
February 28  FCAT Writing 10th Grade
March 5-April 6 CELLA
March 10  SAT
March 21-May 10 FAIR Testing III
April 14  ACT 
TBA   CPT
May 5   SAT
May 7-May 25  Common Course Exams
May 7-May 18  AP Testing
May 7-May 11  Algebra 1, Biology 1
    and Geometry 
   EOC Assessment
June 2   SAT
June 9   ACT

The School Board of Lee County, Florida

Thomas Scott, District 5, Chairman
Mary Fischer, M.A., District 1, Vice Chairman

Jeanne S. Dozier, District 2
Jane E. Kuckel, Ph.D., District 3

Don H. Armstrong, District 4
 

Joseph Burke, Ph. D
Superintendent of Schools

 
www.leeschools.net 

The School Board of Lee County, Florida, prohibits discrimina-
tion on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, 

marital status, religion, or sexual orientation. 

 The special 25th anniversary edition of 
the Estero High School yearbook is on sale 
now at  www.yearbooksonsale.com.
  Buy yours today for the low price of $50.00
 Honor your senior with a Senior Ad in the 
EHS 25th anniversary edition of the yearbook.  E-
mail Mrs. DeKoff at katrinard@leeschools.net for 
more information.

 Advertise with us!
Advertising opportunities are available in 
the school newspaper, parent newsletter, and 
yearbook.  Contact Mrs. DeKoff at katrinard@
leeschools.net for more information.

Life Skills Newsletter 
By Gracie Lash
 Life Skills was fun this month doing different activities.  
We went on CBI trips once a week for our food ingredients. We 
make a recipe every day of the week. And we have different jobs 
for each month. The jobs that are for the month of December are 
offi ce runner, calendar, menu, weather, and word wall. The names 
for offi ce runner are Irma and Natalie. The assistants for menu are 
Berenice, Jorge, and Debbie. The assistant for weather is Janet. The 
names for the word wall are Debbie and Danielle.
 We started to wrap boxes for the children who won’t get 
presents on Christmas day. We decorated ornaments for the holiday 
and colored pictures for Christmas. We do crafts every day in the 
classroom. We also read stories every other day. We learned about 
how Pearl Harbor was attacked by the Japanese and about the new 
Coca-Cola cans. Another activity was watching the videos about 
different things that happened a long time ago. We do different ac-
tivities in the classroom like making bagel pizza pies. We collect 
attendance every day before the bell rings for the next class that we 
have to go in.
 We have fun doing exercise and playing games. We went 
to the Special Olympics High School Field Day on Friday Decem-
ber 2, 2011 and we had a cookout for lunch.  We came back in time 
for us to get ready for us to go home.
 Stop by room 104 and visit us sometime.

Search for scholarships
 Looking for money to pay for college?  According to 
Money.cnn.com, the average cost of college today $8,244 per 
year for tuition and $21,447 per year for studying and living on 
campus.  This can be diffi cult for many families to afford.  To help 
with the cost, there are many scholarships available to deserving 
students.  Below is a list of search engines to fi nd those scholar-
ships that would be a good fi t for your student:
 *Mapping Your Future, mappingyourfuture.org/paying/scholar-
shipsearch.htm
*Adventures in Education Scholarship
Search, www.adventuresineducation.org/Scholarships/
index.cfm
*College Board's Scholarship Search, apps.collegeboard.com/cb-
search_ss/welcome.jsp
*College Toolkit (scholarship search), CollegeToolkit.com
*CollegeNET's MACH 25 Scholarship, Database
www.collegenet.com/mach25/
*DegreeAdvantage, www.degreeadvantage.com/
*EducationPlanner, www.EducationPlanner.org
*FastWeb Scholarship Search, www.studentservices.com/fastweb/
*FindTuition.com, www.fi ndtuition.com/scholarships/
*International Education Financial Aid, www.iefa.org/
*National Merit Scholarship Corporation, www.nationalmerit.org/
*Sallie Mae Scholarship Search, www.salliemae.com/before_col-
lege/students_plan/ree_money/scholarship-search.htm
*Scholarship Experts, www.scholarshipexperts.com/
*Scholarship Help, www.scholarshiphelp.org/
*Scholarship Hunter, www.scholarshiphunter.com/
(Source:  MappingYour Future.org)
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Coaches Corner

 The football team held its an-
nual awards ceremony in the auditorium 
on Tuesday January 17th, with a dessert 
social afterwards in the cafeteria.  The 
varsity team fi nished their season with 
a 5-5 record, the fi rst non-losing record 
at Estero High School since 2001.  The 
JV’s posted a 6-2 record.  It marked the 
2nd consecutive years the JV team had a 
winning record. And the freshmen team 
posted a 3-5 record.
 Spring football starts May 1st.  
All interested students who did not play 
in 2011 need to have a physical on fi le 
with the athletic offi ce and all the nec-
essary FHSAA paperwork on fi le.  See 
Mrs. Vasquez in the athletic offi ce for 
more information.
 The future is bright at Estero 
High School with regards to the Wildcats 
football program. 2012 is our year!

2011 Award winners:
VARSITY FOOTBALL: 
Offensive MVP – Ryan Sides
Defensive MVP – Ryan Carr
Special Teams MVP – Christian Phillips
Wildcat Award – Ivan Morales
Coach D Award – Zach Culvahouse
“1 More Year” Award – Webber Glesil
Heart Award – Garrett Hodas
Top Newcomer: Offense – Eric McFad-
den
Top Newcomer: Defense – David 
Vasquez
JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL: 
Offensive MVP – Evan Campbell
Defensive MVP – Alan Romero
Coach’s Award – Ryan Keegan
Heart Award – Zack Herbert
FRESHMEN FOOTBALL: 
Offensive MVP – Cody Long
Defensive MVP – Kyle Kohlberg
Coach’s Award – Ryan Valdez
Heart Award – Jack Spicer

Athletic Booster Club Update
 Monthly meetings are held on the fi rst Monday of the month at 7:00PM in the 
cafeteria.  
Note to all parents:
 The Booster Club has t-shirts, sweatshirts, lanyards and car decals for sale 
at the concession stands or visit the Estero website and link on to the Estero Shop at 
Mylocker.net to design your own Estero shirts and more.
 Volunteers are needed for the soccer, lacrosse, softball and baseball seasons.  
Seniors, this is a great way to get those fi nal volunteer hours needed.
 Parents, if you have a student playing in a sport please stop by the concession 
stand and sign up to work a shift- JV works Varsity and Varsity works JV.  We only ask 
that you volunteer one shift per sports season.
 Contact mlarkin@comcast.net for available schedules.  Put “volunteer” in the 
subject line.

 Wildcat Athletic Booster Club Academic Scholarship 
 The Estero High School Athletic Booster Club will award up to ten $500 
college scholarships to Estero High School seniors who meet the following Eligibility 
and Award criteria. All Scholarship applications must be submitted by April 1, 2012 at 
2:00pm to Athletic Director’s Offi ce.  Application packets with eligibility and criteria 
information are available in the Athletic Directors Offi ce, through Guidance and on 
the Estero Website.  Deadline for submission is April 13 at 2:00PM.
Eligibility Requirements: 
1. Students must be a senior at Estero High School with at least two years 
 participation in an athletic program. 
2. Applications must be fi lled out completely by the applicant. 
3. Students must submit two letters of recommendation: 
 *One coach reference 
 *One personal reference 
4. Students must submit a 500 word essay expressing how their participation 
 in Estero High School athletics has benefi ted him or her. 
5. Students must show proof of acceptance into an accredited college,
  university, community college or technical/trade school. 
6. Students must have an overall GPA of 3.0. Scholarship applications must be 
 received by April 1, 2012 by 2:00 to the Athletic Director’s Offi ce. 
7. Students must complete 6 volunteer hours at a Booster Club event or 
 Concession during football, soccer, baseball, softball, lacrosse or wrestling. 
 (Contact a Booster Club Offi cer, Coach Sommer or stop by a concession 
 stand to make arrangements.) 
8. Awards will be based on academic and athletic achievements, essay content; 
 grammar and composition, and the coach and personal reference. 
9. Essays will be judged by an independent organization, i.e. Optimists Club 
 or Rotary. . Up to ten scholarships will be awarded in the amount of $500.00 
 each. Scholarship money will be forwarded to the school of the applicant’s 
 choice; the funds will be unrestricted to be used for the 2012-13 school year. 
10. Any disciplinary issues will be taken into consideration. 
11. Recipients of scholarships will be awarded at the Senior Awards Night. 
Wildcat Athletic Booster Club, PO Box 1116 Estero, Fl. 33928 
Estero High School Phone: (239) 947-9400 Fax: (239) 947-5017

Certification
 The state requires that parents be notifi ed if their child is being taught by an 
instructor that does not have full certifi cation in his/her particular instructional area. 
The following teachers are being defi ned as “Out of Field” in a portion of their subject 
area: Dorothy McCrone ---Reading, ESOL..
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Calendar of events
Feb 20  Presidents Day/
  No School for Students
Feb 21  In-service Day
  No School for Students
Mar 8  End of Quarter
March 9  Professional Duty Day
  No School for Students
March 12-16 Spring Break
April 9  No School for Students
May 20  Graduation
May 24  End of Quarter
May 22-24 Early Dismissal/Final Exams
May 24  Last day for students
May 25  Professional Duty Day
  No school for Students

EHS cross country girls repeat as State Cham-
pions
 After sweeping the Lee County Conference title as well as 
the state district and regional championships the EHS girls faced a real 
challenge from Tallahassee Chiles, winners of the last three 3A Cross 
Country Championships as they returned to Little Everglades Ranch 
in Dade City on November 19th.  It was a real team effort as Chiles 
placed three runners in the top 5 but Estero then put the hammer down 
and placed six girls before Chiles could get their number four and 
Estero's number seven fi nished ahead of Chiles' number 5 propelling 
the Wildcat Girls to their second consecutive FHSAA State Champi-
onship and an undefeated season, this time in the 3A Classifi cation. 
The Estero Seven were Junior Kacy Smith (8th), Sophomore Bethany 
Jenkins (11th), Junior Katie G. Solis (12th), Junior Mia Frank (20th), 
Sophomore Katie Slater (30th), Junior Aja Curth (44th), and Sopho-
more Alexa Cline (50th).  The girls were ranked as high as 20th in the 
National polls and will look to make their mark next season as all the 
girls will return and a trip to the national cross country championships 
in Portland, Oregon, sponsored by Nike is a real possibility.  The girls 
also fi elded a very competitive JV led by Senior Joey Story, Freshman 
Meg Slater, Junior Katy K. Solis, Sophomore Ashley Sommer, Fresh-
man Antonella Valencia and sophomore Heather Gunns.  

 EHS cross country boy’s finish 3rd at State Finals
 Expectations were high for the boys after last year's state championship season followed by a track 4x800 state championship 
in the spring.  They struggled much of the season to fi nd their form from last year while competing at top venues like Deja Vu (Tampa), 
UF Mountain Dew invite (Gainesville), and FLRunners (Titusville), winning districts but fi nishing runner up at the Regional Champion-
ship. They redeemed themselves at Little Everglades Ranch at the state fi nals fi nishing just points away from a runner-up trophy in the 
very diffi cult 3A class and were the highest placing team from Southwest Florida.  The boy’s state effort was led by Senior Aaron Rojas 
(10th), Sophomore Adam Sommer (21st), Senior Julian Chavez (39th), Junior Jose Cartegena (40th), Junior Steven Briner (54th), Junior 
Alex Hernandez (115th), and Sophomore Ricky Ledesma (123rd).   Senior Alex Vasquez also ran some varsity races this season and the 
JV team included promising runners in Senior Efren Lopez, Freshman Dylan Vallette, sophomore Dillion Gamblin, Freshman Christian 
Slater, Freshman Evan Saylor, and Juniors Daniel Pava, Luis Almanza and Scott Davis. Coach Jeff Sommer noted this year’s teams were 
the largest Estero HS has ever fi elded and the girl's championship was the 6th state title recorded by Estero's Cross Country teams.

EHS teacher becomes fi-
nalist for golden apple
 Mrs. Annmarie Ferry was sur-
prised by members of the Foundation who 
gave her the good news that she had been 
selected as a fi nalist for the Golden Apple 
teacher recognition.  During the following 
6 weeks Mrs. Ferry will be observed sev-
eral times teaching, and will be fi lmed by 
WINK-TV.  Additionally, she has earned 
the right to be recognized at the Golden 
Apple ceremony, and received a check for 
$300.00 to be used within her classroom.  
“I don’t see this as an award for me, but 
for Estero High,” said Mrs. Ferry.  “Ev-
eryone I have worked with has shaped me 
in one way or another into the teacher I am 
today.”  Congratulations to Mrs. Ferry!

(Source:  Fort Myers Newspress, used with permission
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Cambridge society news
 The Cambridge Society is up and 
running with a constitution and elected 
board members. The board members for 
the 2011-2012 school year are:  Sopho-
mores: Austin Young, Tali Trencamp, Caeli 
Tegan , Ryan Reedy, Caitlyn Nicholson, 
Gabriella Hernandez, Dwight Philip, Ka-
tie Davis , Allison Horner,  and Sheridan 
Obrochta, The Freshmen: Ryne Hensley, 
Drake Philip, and Carson Young. The stu-
dents decided a board would create better 
participation from all classes, eventually 
it will consist of three members from each 
class. The table leader will be chosen by the 
board at the meeting on the 12th of January. 
The Society has participated in gift wrap-
ping at Barnes and Noble and raised over 
two hundred dollars for the Christmas bas-
kets for the poor. They also wrapped and 
packed the twenty fi ve boxes to prepare 
them for delivery.
 They created a display case and 
table presentation of the Cambridge Acad-
emy for our recent 8th grade open-house.
They held their fi rst Holiday Party after fi ll-
ing the boxes with all the canned goods that 
had been donated for the needy. The party 
was a smashing success with lots of food, a 
white elephant gift exchange, and movie ! 
All of this after a day of exams! 
 The Society is open to all Cam-
bridge members and everyone is welcome! 
Meetings are held on Mondays after school 
in Ms. Gedney’s room,#215, until 3:30 
p.m.

Artwork to be showcased
 On February 4th and 5th Estero 
High  School students will be showcas-
ing their artwork in the Art Under 20 High 

School Exhibit and Competition during the 
annual ArtFest event in Downtown Fort 
Myers.  The following artists will have 
art on display:  Zach Goddard, Makenna 
Lucy, Amanda King, Alexis Baughman, 
Priscilla Tylinski, Vivian Cambiano, Eliza-
beth Jimenez, Kit Sacco, Cecelia Morales, 
Anabel Zambrano, Ema Lopez, Kendra 
Angeles, Ashlynn Barnes, Baylin Marez, 
Emily Kraus, Hailey Claudio, Sara Rob-
bins, Paola Guevara, Jennifer Gravitt.  
Chandler Tarquino, Lexi Alderman and 
Vivian Cambiano will also be representing 
Estero in a sidewalk chalk art competition 
on Saturday February 4th during ArtFest.

Notification of the presence 
of asbestos-containing mate-
rials in the school
 To the Chairperson of the Parents 
Teachers Association and the Students of 
Estero High School:
 This school has been recently in-
spected and certain asbestos-containing 
materials or assumed asbestos-containing 
materials such as: fi re doors or roofi ng ma-
terials that are tested prior to repairs or re-
moval as needed, have been located in the 
school buildings. Please be aware that the 
School District of Lee County has an ac-
tive management plan designed to ensure 
that the building is maintained safely for 
all occupants. These materials are being 
controlled in accordance with the Asbestos 
Management Program for the School and 
following the limitations and procedures of 
the policies and requirements of the Asbes-
tos Operations and Maintenance Program 
of the School District of Lee County.

 The report listing the location, 
quantities, and condition of all known ma-
terials and contains the details of the con-
trol procedures is available at the school 
offi ce for your inspection during normal 
school hours. Copies of the whole or parts 
of the school’s asbestos fi le can be supplied 
to you at a cost of $0.15/page.

Test it Out!
 FEBRUARY 28TH FCAT Writ-
ing will be administered to all tenth (10) 
grade students on Tuesday, February 28th.  
This is a required writing assessment by 
the state of Florida and is graded on a scale 
of 1 to 6.  FCAT Writing is only given in 
the sophomore year and the student’s score 
stays on their permanent transcript that is 
sent to colleges.  FCAT Writing scores are 
considered as entry requirements for acad-
emies such as Cambridge, Travel and Tour-
ism, and Medical.  Additionally, scores of 
4 and above are considered essential for 
placement into AP and AICE coursework. 
EOC*– End Of Course state required as-
sessments:
 APRIL 10TH FCAT Reading and 
Math retakes will begin for those juniors, 
seniors and/or adults still needing to pass 
either the Reading or the Math.
 APRIL 16-20TH  FCAT 2.0 Read-
ing will take place for all students in Grades 
9 and 10.
 APRIL 23RD  EOC’s in Geom-
etry and Biology will be held from April 23 
through May 11.  Estero High School will 
also be fi eld testing the U.S. History EOC, 
but scores will not be released due to the 
fi eld test status.  That test will also run from 
April 23 through May 18.
 APRIL 30th  EOC for Algebra I 
will be held from April 30 through May 
18th.
 *EOC’s must be completed in the 
order of Geometry, Biology 1, and Algebra 
1.  All testing for a single subject must be 
completed before the next subject may be-
gin.  Testing for a single subject may not 
exceed two weeks.
 Since these tests are required by 
the state of Florida and several of them are 
graduation requirements—please ensure 
that your student will be present for all re-
quired testing.  Should you have any ques-
tions, please contact Sandra Duttko, testing 
coordinator, at 947-9400, extension 222.
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2011 Science Fair Winners

Category Place  Winner
   
Behavioral & Social Science
  1st BS23 Lexi Faunce, Maria Frank, & Hanna Nordlund
  2nd BS54 John Miller
  3rd (tie) BS57 Austin Young
  3rd (tie) BS44 Antonia Jacobse
Biochemistry
  1st BC01 Samantha Dorrian
  2nd BC03 Cecelia Morales
  3rd BC04 Katarina Pedit
Botany 
  1st BT13 Jackson Heintz & Chris Joiner
  2nd BT14 Cody Kunkel
  3rd BT04 Carly Campbell
Chemistry 
  1st CH05 Jennifer Gravitt
  2nd CH19 Gabby Hernandez & Caitlyn Nicholson
  3rd CH02 Alex Nicholson
Computer Science
  1st CS02 Justin Gosselin
  2nd CS01 Stacey Enzo
  3rd  
Engineering
  1st EG03 Kathryn Ivanovich
  2nd EG04 Bethany Jenkins & Katy Solis
  3rd EG07 Trenton Thrasher
Environmental Sciences
  1st EV13 Erin O'Neil
  2nd EV12 Carson Young
  3rd EV10 Madeline Robinson
Mathematics
  1st MA01 Logan Arabie
  2nd MA02 Amanda Patterson
  3rd  
Medicine & Health
  1st MH04 Emily Crowe & Eileen Kellner
  2nd MH22 Carina Nunez
  3rd MH16 Tyler Vail
Microbiology
  1st MC03 Nicole Sciarrone & Janae Bennett
  2nd MC01 Dylan Boehm
  3rd MC04 Angela Libersher
Physics
  1st PH17 Gianni Hinkson
  2nd PH11 Zachery Gehm
  3rd PH23 Brian Lombardo
Zoology
  1st ZO02 Dillon Vallette
  2nd ZO03 Abbey Gunder
  3rd ZO01 Alexia Carsolio

EHS 2011 science fair
 Our School-wide Science Fair 
competition was recently held in the me-
dia center.  Students entered projects in-
dividually or in groups of 2 or 3 students.  
There were a total of 219 projects entered 
for competition in 11 different categories.  
This is the most EHS has ever had compete 
at our school-wide science fair.
 Students had the opportunity to 
view the projects during their science class-
es. Congratulate these winners!!

 PAWS to read!
 On any given day, your child/stu-
dent is reading for fi fteen minutes during 
their class time self-selected reading ma-
terial.   Please support your child/students 
reading by reminding them to bring a book 
or appropriate magazine to class/school 
everyday.  Share a trip to the library, give 
them a subscription to their favorite maga-
zine for a gift, select something together at 
Barnes & Noble or other bookstore – rein-
force the importance of reading.  

EHS coach recognized
 EHS Cross Country Coach Jeff 
Sommer has been recognized as the Flor-
ida Dairy Farmer’s Girl’s Cross Country 
Coach of the year for 2011, following back 
to back state championships on the girl’s 
side of the sport. The Florida Dairy orga-
nization award is recognized as the highest 
award given in Florida for Cross Country.

EHS students and staff rec-
ognized for excellence
Kathy Burrell-Staff Person of the Month
Troy Beall-Teacher of the Month
Victor Arriaga-Academic Student of the 
Month
Melody Shipmen-Service Student of the 
Month

Beloved security guard will 
be missed 
 Dr. Joseph Jones, affectionately 
known as “Doc”  passed away over the 
holiday break. Doc Jones has guarded our 
main gate for many years at Estero,  and 
was a recognizable fi gure within our com-
munity. A scholarship fund in his name is  
being established at Estero High School.
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Interact update
 The Interact Club had a produc-
tive fi rst semester at Estero High School.  
As the largest service club on campus, 
many EHS students are involved and par-
ticipating in planning meetings and service 
projects on campus and in the community.
 The fi rst semester projects were:  
Ronald McDonald House, Pinewoods Fall 
Festival, Bonita Springs Middle School 
Fall Festival, Military Care Packages, De-
livery of cookies/sweet treats to local sher-
iff and fi re stations, Thanksgiving Turkey 
Project for EHS families/students, 
 Rotary Christmas Tree sales, Meal 
Packaging (Coconut Point Hyatt) benefi t-
ting the Harry Chapin Food Bank, Taste of 
Bonita – our biggest project of the year!!
 The second semester will be just 
as busy with various projects in the com-
munity.  New members are always wel-
come. The club meets every other Thursday 
in Room 513 from 2:00 – 2:30.  Sponsors:  
Ali Fabbro and Jayne Klinker.   

3D Art Club takes a tour
 The 3D Art Club recently toured 
the galleries of Downtown Fort Myers dur-
ing their monthly Art Walk event.  On Fri-
day, October 7th, club sponsor and ceram-
ics teacher, Jennifer Hambling, guided the 
group through the many galleries located 
in the beautiful and historic River District.  
Some stops on their tour included the Howl 
Gallery, Arts for ACT Gallery, Art of the 
Olympians, and the SYZYGY Gallery.  
The students were encouraged to take pho-
tographs and notes of the works that inspire 
them.  

3D art club
 The 3D art club students have 
been working very hard to create ceramic 
soup bowls to donate to the Harry Chapin 
Food Bank's Empty Bowls Event which 
took place on Saturday, December 3rd.  
EHS students also helped serve soup on the 
day of the event.
 For a suggested $10.00 donation 
patrons received a beautiful handcrafted 
bowl by a school student or local potter, 
soup and bread.  This event was sponsored 
by Panera Bread and 10 or more local res-
taurants who had donated soup. There was 
a silent auction, pottery demonstrations, 
and music. 

Estero High Drama Dreams 
in Arabian Nights
                Estero High Drama begins its 
preparation for Arabian Nights, an adapta-
tion of the original Eastern tales written for 
the Royal Shakespeare Company.  Ali Baba 
and the 40 Thieves, fl ying carpets, danc-
ing girls and genies are just a few of the 
surprises from this play.  Audition packets 
are available on the bulletin board outside 
room 407, as are audition sign-ups.  Any 
Estero student may participate, and we en-
courage students not in drama to try out.  If 
students are interested in tech or crew, they 
may also sign up on the bulletin board—no 
audition required.   Acting and dancing au-
ditions are from 2-4pm, January 23, 24 and 
25 in the auditorium.  Permission slips (in-
cluded in the audition packet) for participa-
tion in rehearsals and performances must 
be turned in at the audition.

3D Running Club
 Desire, Dedication and Discipline 
are the three pillars of the 3D Running 
Club. It is no surprise then to fi nd that 9 
of the EHS runners are also in JROTC and 
that 7 are Cambridge Program students as 
these virtues carry over to personal conduct 
and professional life after school.  The 3D 
Running Club has begun the winter train-
ing session which is highlighted by road 
races such as the Naples Half Marathon 
and Edison Festival of Lights 5K.  The 
road race series started off with a bang as 
the fi rst 11 runners to fi nish the recent Fort 
Myers River Run 10K all wore 3D race 
singlet’s with former EHS grad Jose Farnot 
winning the race followed by Sophomore 
Ricky Ledesma. Kacy Smith was the fi rst 
female in.  Expectations are high for a suc-
cessful track season with returning boys 
4x800 state champions and Kacy Smith the 
2A state champ in the 3200 Meters and a 
good winter training regime is the plan to 
keep the athletes in winning form.  The 3D 
Runners welcome new runners willing to 
make the commitment to attend the 5AM 
training sessions and become members of a 
highly motivated group of student athletes.

The Spirit of Christmas
 Student Government’s Christmas 
Service Project has been a tradition since 
the doors of the school opened twenty-fi ve 

years ago.   On December 19th, 2011, Bo-
nita Elementary, Spring Creek and Pine-
woods Elementary Head start students 
came to visit Santa Claus.
 For two weeks student council 
elves had traveled to the children’s schools 
to fi nd out what they would like for Christ-
mas.  After making their list of gifts at a 
cost of around $25, and checking it twice, 
students arranged a holiday tree in the front 
offi ce with Gift Angels.  Anyone could pur-
chase a gift for the children.  It was really 
fun to watch the teachers pick their angels 
and show off what they had bought for the 
kids.  Student council elves purchased the 
remaining gifts on December 10th at Toys-
R-Us in Fort Myers with monies earned 
from special fundraising projects through-
out the year. The project is aimed at spread-
ing holiday joy to kids who may not have a 
bountiful Christmas.
 When the children arrived at EHS, 
they were greeted by the elves who escort-
ed them to each of three stations:  cookies 
and milk, story time and SANTA CLAUS!
 While the over 200 little ones and 
some of their siblings each received their 
presents, sponsors Mark Stuckey and Jina 
Browder and their students received a dif-
ferent kind of reward:  the gift of knowing 
they made a difference in the lives of over 
200 children and their families.
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